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At the core of all Center for Veterans Issues service delivery is the Veteran in need. 
Providing holistic services, either directly or through collaboration, certainly will 
improve the quality of life for Veterans in need.

VETERAN
Suicide
Prevention

AGENDA



Introduction



OUR FOCUS 
The suicide prevention program is working towards reducing the risk 
of Veteran suicide. Our program is centered on improving the 
Veteran’s well-being and baseline mental health status while providing 
social support and connection to VA and community-based resources.



Veteran suicide rate was

than non-Veteran 
adults in 2019

52% higher

i

www.mentalhealth.va.gov/docs/data-sheets/2020/2020-National-Veteran-Suicide-Prevention-Annual-Report-11-2020-508.pdf

http://www.mentalhealth.va.gov/docs/data-sheets/2020/2020-National-Veteran-Suicide-Prevention-Annual-Report-11-2020-508.pdf
http://www.mentalhealth.va.gov/docs/data-sheets/2020/2020-National-Veteran-Suicide-Prevention-Annual-Report-11-2020-508.pdf
http://www.mentalhealth.va.gov/docs/data-sheets/2020/2020-National-Veteran-Suicide-Prevention-Annual-Report-11-2020-508.pdf
http://www.mentalhealth.va.gov/docs/data-sheets/2020/2020-National-Veteran-Suicide-Prevention-Annual-Report-11-2020-508.pdf
http://www.mentalhealth.va.gov/docs/data-sheets/2020/2020-National-Veteran-Suicide-Prevention-Annual-Report-11-2020-508.pdf
http://www.mentalhealth.va.gov/docs/data-sheets/2020/2020-National-Veteran-Suicide-Prevention-Annual-Report-11-2020-508.pdf
http://www.mentalhealth.va.gov/docs/data-sheets/2020/2020-National-Veteran-Suicide-Prevention-Annual-Report-11-2020-508.pdf
http://www.mentalhealth.va.gov/docs/data-sheets/2020/2020-National-Veteran-Suicide-Prevention-Annual-Report-11-2020-508.pdf
http://www.mentalhealth.va.gov/docs/data-sheets/2020/2020-National-Veteran-Suicide-Prevention-Annual-Report-11-2020-508.pdf
http://www.mentalhealth.va.gov/docs/data-sheets/2020/2020-National-Veteran-Suicide-Prevention-Annual-Report-11-2020-508.pdf
http://www.mentalhealth.va.gov/docs/data-sheets/2020/2020-National-Veteran-Suicide-Prevention-Annual-Report-11-2020-508.pdf
http://www.mentalhealth.va.gov/docs/data-sheets/2020/2020-National-Veteran-Suicide-Prevention-Annual-Report-11-2020-508.pdf
http://www.mentalhealth.va.gov/docs/data-sheets/2020/2020-National-Veteran-Suicide-Prevention-Annual-Report-11-2020-508.pdf
http://www.mentalhealth.va.gov/docs/data-sheets/2020/2020-National-Veteran-Suicide-Prevention-Annual-Report-11-2020-508.pdf
http://www.mentalhealth.va.gov/docs/data-sheets/2020/2020-National-Veteran-Suicide-Prevention-Annual-Report-11-2020-508.pdf
http://www.mentalhealth.va.gov/docs/data-sheets/2020/2020-National-Veteran-Suicide-Prevention-Annual-Report-11-2020-508.pdf
http://www.mentalhealth.va.gov/docs/data-sheets/2020/2020-National-Veteran-Suicide-Prevention-Annual-Report-11-2020-508.pdf
http://www.mentalhealth.va.gov/docs/data-sheets/2020/2020-National-Veteran-Suicide-Prevention-Annual-Report-11-2020-508.pdf
http://www.mentalhealth.va.gov/docs/data-sheets/2020/2020-National-Veteran-Suicide-Prevention-Annual-Report-11-2020-508.pdf
http://www.mentalhealth.va.gov/docs/data-sheets/2020/2020-National-Veteran-Suicide-Prevention-Annual-Report-11-2020-508.pdf
http://www.mentalhealth.va.gov/docs/data-sheets/2020/2020-National-Veteran-Suicide-Prevention-Annual-Report-11-2020-508.pdf


SSG Fox SPGP
Services



OUTREACH
All outreach efforts aim to identify and 
reach out to as many eligible individuals 
and their families as possible.



fewer than half use those benefits

of Veterans
are eligible for VA care
60%

i
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• Referrals are given to:
• VA Medical Centers or Outpatient Clinics
• WDVA Veterans Outreach and Recovery 

Program (VORP) Sites

CONNECTION TO VA SERVICES
Assistance in accessing VA benefits for individuals and their 
families. The program focuses on reaching Veterans not 
using their VA benefits.  

Check for Veteran VA eligibility at: va.gov/health-care/eligibility

https://www.va.gov/health-care/eligibility/
https://www.va.gov/health-care/eligibility/
https://www.va.gov/health-care/eligibility/


Topics Include Learning:

Informing the public on these topics can improve the 
understanding of suicide and has the potential to reduce suicide.

How to Connect Those at Risk of Suicide to Care

The Signs of Suicide Risk
 VA S.A.V.E. training to learn important steps involved in suicide prevention  

 How to Reduce Access to Lethal Means
VA REACH to learn Firearm Suicide Prevention & Lethal Means Safety

 

EDUCATION

Coaching Into Care is a free service for families and friends of Veterans









i

OF VETERANS 
USE A

AS A METHOD OF 

70%
Compared to 45%
of non-Veterans

www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/publications/p02657.pdf

http://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/publications/p02657.pdf


Suicide Prevention Case Managers will connect participants with these services: 

ASSISTANCE WITH EMERGENT NEEDS

Health Care Temporary     
Income Support Daily Living Personal Financial 

Planning and Counseling

Legal Transportation Fiduciary and 
Representative Payee Child Care



To improve mental health status, well-being, and reduce suicide risk.
Covers expenses associated 
with gaining or retaining 
employment. Can include:

• uniforms
• tools
• certificates
• licenses, etc.

Covers expenses associated 
with lethal means safety:

• secure storage
• gun locks
• locked medication storage 

to prevent overdose

ADDITIONAL SERVICES

Third-party payments are not 
to exceed $750 per eligible 
participant during any one-
year period from the date of 
the first payment.



CVI
Programs and Services



Homeless Veterans' Reintegration Program
• Provides a full array of employment services to Veterans re-entering
 the workforce.

Supportive Services for Veteran Families
• Designed to help Veterans and/or their families quickly exit homelessness, 

transition into permanent housing, and gain housing stability.

Permanent Supportive Housing
• Provides housing to unsheltered and disabled U.S. Veterans and
 their families.

Transitional Housing Program
• Assists Veterans in reintegrating into the community and moving into 

permanent housing.

AVAILABLE PROGRAMS AT CVI
HVRP

SSVF

PSH

THP



Heroes Market
• Designed to help address food 

insecurities that our Veterans and 
their families are experiencing.

AVAILABLE SERVICES AT CVI



Eligibility



Served in the active military
• Discharged or released under conditions other than dishonorable

Mental health and well-being screening to verify some risk 
factors for suicide

Be evaluated and found to be at risk of suicide using the 
Columbia-Suicide Severity Rating Scale (C-SSRS)

• Over the age of 18
• Only eligible to begin 

services after an eligible 
Veteran is enrolled and 
engaged in the program

Also Available to 
Family of Veteran

ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS








COVERAGE
Service to all 72 Counties in Wisconsin

CONTACT
SSG Fox SPGP Program Coordinator
(414) 748-6998

LOCATION
Mental Wellness Center
3312 W Wells St
Milwaukee, WI 53208



VA CORE BELIEFS ABOUT SUICIDE PREVENTION

SUICIDE is PREVENTABLE

Suicide prevention REQUIRES combining 
clinical and community-based approaches

EVERYONE
has a role to play in suicide prevention



Lethal means and medication safety resources: www.va.gov/reach/lethal-meansVA REACH

Free suicide prevention training video: learn.psycharmor.org/courses/va-savePSYCH/ARMOR

24/7, confidential crisis support for Veterans and their loved ones: www.veteranscrisisline.netVeterans Crisis Line

Free service for families and friends of Veterans call 888-823-7458: www.mirecc.va.gov/coachingCoaching Into Care

Videos and additional mental health resources: www.mentalhealth.va.govVA Mental Health

RESOURCES

Watch, read, and listen to Veterans and their loved ones share stories: www.maketheconnection.net/Make the Connection

Veteran peer support information:  www.mhawisconsin.org/veteran-peer-services Mental Health America

Icons by MD Badsha Meah on freeicons.io

The Center for Veterans Issues (CVI) is a non-profit 501(c)(3) veterans service agency whose vision is to strive to be 
the premier Veteran Resource Organization that helps end homelessness across Wisconsin and the United States.

Additional info on the VA suicide prevention grant: www.mentalhealth.va.gov/SSGFox-GrantsSSG Fox SPGP

Take self-assessments to find support designed specifically for you: www.va.gov/REACHDon't Wait. Reach Out.
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